The title compound, C 17 H 15 N 3 O 3 , was prepared from 1-(2nitrophenyl)-3-phenylprop-2-en-1-one and hydrazine. The dihedral angle between the benzene and phenyl rings is 74.55 (2) . The pyrazoline ring is in a slight envelope conformation with the C atom bonded to the phenyl ring forming the flap. In the crystal structure, weak intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds connect molecules into chains along [100] .
Related literature
For the biological activity of pyrazoline and its derivatives, see: Rawal et al. (1963) ; Dhal et al. (1975) ; Lombardino & Ottemes (1981) ; Manna et al. (2002) . For related structures, see: Guo et al. (2006); Fahrni et al. (2003) ; Kimura et al. (1977) . Mo K radiation = 0.10 mm À1 T = 293 K 0.22 Â 0.20 Â 0.18 mm
Data collection
Bruker SMART CCD diffractometer 7203 measured reflections 1710 independent reflections 1354 reflections with I > 2(I) R int = 0.024 Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.030 wR(F 2 ) = 0.087 S = 1.13 1710 reflections 208 parameters 2 restraints H-atom parameters constrained Á max = 0.20 e Å À3 Á min = À0.13 e Å À3 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Symmetry code: (i) x þ 1; y; z.
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 1997); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 1997); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008); software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. This work was supported by the Natural Science Foundation of Shandong Province (No. Y2008B29), P. R. China, and the Yuandu Scholar Fund of Weifang City.
Supplementary data and figures for this paper are available from the IUCr electronic archives (Reference: LH5050).
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Comment
Pyrazoline and its derivatives are important and useful five-membered heterocyclic compounds, which are found to possess antiviral (Rawal et al., 1963 ), antifungal (Dhal et al.,1975 and immunosuppressive activities (Lombardino & Ottemes, 1981) . 1-Acetyl-3,5-diaryl-2-pyrazolines have been found to inhibit monoamine oxidases (Manna et al., 2002) . As part of our ongoing investigation of pyrazolines and their metal complexes, we report herein the crystal structure of the title compound, (I).
In the structure of (I) ( Fig. 1 ), the bond lengths and angles are comparable with those in related structures (Guo et al.,2006; Fahrni et al., 2003; Kimura et al., 1977) . The dihehral angle between the benzene and phenyl rings is 74.55 (2)°.
The pyrazoline ring is in a slight envelope conformation with atom C13 deviating by 0.158 (4) Å form the essentially planar atoms N1/N2/C14/C15 (rms deviation = 0.003 Å). In the crystal structure, weak intermolecular C-H···O hydrogen bonds connect molecules into chains along [100] .
Experimental 3-phenyl-1-(2-nitrophenyl)-2-propen-1-one (0.01 mol) and hydrazine (0.03 mol, 80%) were mixed in acetic acid (30 ml) and stirred under reflux for 6 h; the mixture was then poured into ice-water to afford colourless solids. The solids were filtered off and washed with water until the pH of the solution was about 7.0. Finally, the crystals were dried at room temperature.
Single crystals of compound (I) suitable for X-ray measurements were obtained by recrystallization from EtOH at room temperature.
Refinement
In the absence of anomalous dispersion effects the Freidel pairs were merged. All H atoms were fixed geometrically and allowed to ride on their attached atoms, with C-H distances in the range 0.93-0.98Å and with U iso =1.2-1.5Ueq. (12) 0.0000 (9) 0.0063 (10) 0.0020 (9) N1 0.0378 (10) 0.0350 (10) 0.0380 (9) 0.0039 (8) 0.0018 (8) 0.0045 (7) C12 0.0385 (12) 0.0295 (11) 0.0452 (11) −0.0034 (9) 0.0027 (10) −0.0010 (9) N2 0.0412 (10) 0.0440 (11) 0.0367 (9) 0.0071 (9) 0.0013 (8) 0.0042 (8) O3 0.0403 (10) 0.0773 (14) 0.0593 (10) 0.0098 (9) 0.0003 (9) 0.0081 (9) C15 0.0407 (12) 0.0329 (12) 0.0389 (11) 0.0003 (9) 0.0044 (10) 0.0005 (9) C8 0.0484 (13) 0.0356 (13) 0.0532 (13) 0.0031 (10) 0.0097 (11) 0.0009 (10) N3 0.0442 (11) 0.0482 (12) 0.0426 (10) −0.0021 (10) 0.0008 (9) −0.0013 (9) O2 0.0479 (10) 0.0729 (13) 0.0590 (11) −0.0043 (9) 0.0140 (9) 0.0091 (9) supplementary materials sup-6 Fig. 1 
